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Good morning. My name is Laurie Hasbrook. I’m the mother of two young sons, a neighbor of Nicholas Senn High School in Edgewater, and a member of the Save Senn Coalition.

One year ago the Chicago Board of Education voted, without discussion or debate, to approve a proposal to create Rickover Naval Academy inside Nicholas Senn High School. I attended that Board meeting, sitting in overflow rooms with hundreds of concerned Senn High School students. In spite of overwhelming opposition, expressed through public hearings, vigils, demonstrations, letter writing, calls and petitions, you forced this military upon us --- assuring us, Mr. Duncan and Mr. Pickens, that Senn High would not be negatively impacted.

Fast forward. Autumn 2005. 2/3rds of the Senn Freshman pods have been eliminated. There have been cuts in the Senn Achievment Academy. Computer labs have been taken away.  What little gym space is now allocated for the 1500 students at Senn is currently under repair, 67 classrooms are oversized, there is NO physics lab, there are inadequate chemistry labs.

And Rickover Naval Academy? On Oct. 26th I attended an Open House at RNA and found military flags in abundance, large freshly painted science labs which the “recruits” (as the 100 RNA students are called) told me were not yet in use, a large computer lab which recruits assured me would soon have a computer for each students, an empty classroom designated for cheerleading, a spacious, recently renovated gym, and copies of the “Navy Times” and other military recruitment literature displayed in the main RNA office. I did not see evidence of books, save a few that appeared to be abandoned in a mainly empty bookshelf.

What are the RNA “recruits” learning? To avert their eyes when addressed by the Dean of Students “Captain” Patterson. To respond crisply “Yes, ma’am,”  “No, sir,” to any adult who addresses them. To cower when someone in authority questions them. To respond with unthinking compliance to those in charge. In short, to let someone else do their thinking. I have experienced firsthand the bullying and belligerence of the Rickover staff when I leaflet outside the school once a month. I can assure you, esteemed members of the Board, I would no more entrust the high school education of my children to the military personnel at Rickover Naval Academy than I would seek employment opportunities for them from our neighborhood drug dealers.

Please remove this drain on our community. Close Rickover Naval Academy. Support and enhance Nicholas Senn High School. Give all our children the chance for quality education. Thank you.  

Laurie Hasbrook
