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Neal Resnikoff

My name is Neal Resnikoff. I’m here today from the Save Senn Coalition, though I’m responsible for the points in this statement. 

As you may know, the Save Senn Coalition has been very concerned and upset about the plan to place a military academy in a wing of Senn High School. 

This upset is based on several factors. 

First, the plan for the military academy was announced and then finalized without full discussion by the community or taking into account the widespread opposition in the community, including by the LSC. 

The opposition is so great and widespread that even the task force on Senn set up by CEO Arne Duncan and Alderman Mary Ann Smith, with  mostly her own hand-picked people, voted 14-2 for a moratorium on placing the military academy at Senn. Why has   Arne  Duncan ignored the advice of this advisory task force and not put a moratorium on a military academy at Senn High School? 

Why have you all ignored the fact that the 48th Ward in the last election voted 13,000 to 5,000 against the U.S. military and its war and occupation in Iraq? The logic of this vote is that the neighborhood is against militarization of the youth and a military academy at Senn. All of the public meetings and forums, including testimony here at the Board of Education, reflect the great opposition to a military academy at Senn. 

Second, why persist in trying to shoe horn in a military academy at a school that was already making good use of its space? Why persist in trying to disrupt a number of outstanding academic programs at Senn? Why persist in trying to demoralize a student body, in which some 300 students have already decided not to return to Senn if a military academy is placed there. Why violate human rights laws by supporting a military that discriminates against gays and lesbians? Why support a military curriculum that does not encourage critical or creative thinking? 

Third, why spend hard earned tax payers’ money on fixing up a wing of Senn High School for a military academy, when the main part of the school is filled with rooms with peeling paint and cracks in the walls, sinks that don’t work right, microscopes that are old and not working right, with textbooks that are out of date? 

To conclude, we all know why you unelected  mostly millionaires are doing this sort of thing. It is   a time when the military is having a hard time meeting its recruiting goals, when there is huge opposition to an unjust and illegal U.S. war and occupation in Iraq and Afghanistan, and  the U.S. is threatening war on other countries in the coming period of time,  for profits and power. Don’t forget, the protest against military recruitment at Senn last Friday morning hit the national evening t.v. news. Don’t forget that the Chicago City Council passed a resolution against the current U.S. war on Iraq. Popular opinion does not support what you are doing on this. 

The Save Senn Coalition urges you to back off. Let’s have a moratorium on the plan to place a military academy at Senn, and one named after a nuclear war hawk at that, one who successfully urged President Jimmy Carter to lie and cover over the grave threat of the Three Mile Island nuclear disaster. 

And, while we’re at it, back off the plan to implement other aspects of Renaissance 2010. We don’t want our public schools turned over to union busting privatizing and untested schemes, for Bill Gates or the Commercial Club of Chicago, or anyone else. Instead, we want Senn upgraded from where it is, and the rest of the public schools in  Chicago as well..

