Statement Presented to the Chicago Board of Education: 

Delivered at the Meeting of August 25, 2005

David Gregg
On March 10 of this year, I joined some colleagues at a CPS informational meeting about the Naval Academy at Senn held at Loyola University for prospective students and their parents.  I greeted several of these parents and young students before they walked in to attend the meeting and introduced myself as a teacher at Senn.  I asked them if they were aware of the IB program already in existence at the school -- none of them was.  So I handed them a brochure and briefly explained about the program. All of the parents with whom I spoke were appreciative of the information, thanked me, and continued on to the Naval Academy meeting.  Within about 30 minutes of my arrival, Naval Academy personnel phoned the police who were ordered to escort us off the premises under threat of arrest.

These facts provoke a number of alarming questions:

1) Somehow, it seems, the Naval Academy obtained a list of students who had applied to the top selective enrollment schools in the city and had been either rejected or waitlisted.  Question #1) How did the Naval Academy, which is allegedly not selective enrollment, obtain this privileged list for recruitment purposes when it is unavailable to other programs such as IB?

2) Why would CPS go through the trouble of securing a private space in which to hold this informational meeting when it has hundreds of public school buildings at its disposal?  What was so secretive about the information that was being given at that meeting that called for the exclusion of the general public?

3) Not only were educators such as myself excluded from this meeting, we were threatened with arrest!  And for what?  We said nothing about the Naval Academy, we were simply providing families in Chicago with information about an excellent program that CBOE should be proud to offer; knowledge with which those families could make a more informed decision.

I am sure, Mr. Duncan and members of the Board, that the families of this city would love to know why you have deliberately prevented them from hearing about additional educational options, and why those who attempted to provide that information were threatened with arrest.

Let me also say that no apology or explanation will suffice…because the fact is that these actions are consistent with a pattern of anti-democratic behavior. 

The board's efforts to militarize certain public schools and not others are reflective of their agenda to undermine democratic education by maintaining schools as a class and racially-based sorting machine:  professional tracks for the privileged; vocational and military tracks for everyone else.

And to all the families that are being victimized by this policy, I again urge you to accept no apology or excuse; you must continue to demand leaders who will fight for democratic education rather than bow down to corporate and military interests. 







