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Ladies and Gentlemen.  My name is Craig Mousin and I am a parent of CPS children.  I am shocked and saddened along with you regarding the killing of our school children during the last year. (Detailed in the May 16, 2007 Chicago Tribune article commenting on 27 city students slain.)  I welcome your comments President Williams that you will take action to end violence against our children. I commend CEO Duncan for his speaking out so strongly against the proliferation of guns in our society.   I commend Greg Darnieder and the CPS for quickly acting last year when asked by those of us opposed to Rickover Naval Academy to remove an internet link to a private corporation on the CPS website that permitted students to download violent military video games–with Mr. Darnieder removing the link promptly. 


I am here to ask you to exercise the same diligence in removing another link to a violent first-person shooter video game on the CPS website.  This CPS link permits my children and any Chicago child to download a game that fosters violence and engages “first-person shooters” in killing and maiming.  Listen to a few reviews of this CPS sponsored game: “It's a game in which [player movement speed is moderate at best and] single shots can kill enemies outright, as they can and do in real life.”1 The review adds, “You'll aim carefully, squeeze off a few rounds, and then hit the dirt to avoid having your skull ventilated by a well-aimed bullet.”2ADVANCE \d 4

The game has accurate “...detailed weapon modeling. You'll find predictable tactical shooter details like the way your rifle kicks when fired in bursts.”3  Children experience the reality of shooting: “Crouching or going prone dramatically improves your aim, for example, in part by reducing the effect breathing has on the steadiness of your crosshair.”4  The game entices students because “During play, you'll be able to carry up to two weapons at a time, and you can drop weapons to pick up others from the battlefield” and “From the reports of rounds being fired, to the casings clattering on concrete, to the click of a fresh magazine being inserted into a rifle, all the sounds draw you into the action.”5 Another reviewer notes this game is “so fun”... “it’s simply addictive.”6  
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And you can get it free on the CPS website.  It is called America’s Army. 
This self-designated “first-person shooter” game was developed by the United States Army.  Col. Casey Wardynski of the America’s Army project was quoted as celebrating, “the Army’s successful targeting of young men for recruitment with the wildly successful online shooter.  He intimated that the game had been designed to appeal to young men and teenagers right from the start.”7 And the CPS offers a free download of this first-person shooter wildly addictive game on its website.  Indeed, Army recruiters will give a free CD of the game to those requesting one.  


We have asked you to eliminate the militarization of our youth from the CPS.  We have asked you to remove Rickover Naval Academy from Senn High School, pointing out that a Navy Admiral visited to talk about naval careers which we saw as recruiting. (“Advice from an Admiral,” Chicago Tribune, Metro, Sec. 2, p. 3, October 27, 2006: “Rickover Naval Academy freshmen...stand within arm’s reach of Adm. Michael Mullen, chief of U.S. Naval Operations, on Thursday, after Mullen spoke to the students about higher education and career possibilities in the Navy.” (emphasis added)).   You, President Williams, told us that was not recruiting.  Now you tell us you are against violence, but we see Army recruiters giving our children first-person shooter games; you offer free downloads to any child making a few clicks on the CPS website.  Please end this madness.  Help us help you end the violence in our streets and schools.  Please take the US Army website and its first-person shooter game off your web page if you want to show us you are serious about ending violence in our schools.  Please end this partnership with the military that captures our youth whether through the web page that makes killing entertainment or when the CPS military academies recruit with trips to Annapolis or with rides in ships and planes.  Will you take this first- person shooter game off the CPS website and stop recruiting with the free CDs of this game? Will you remove Rickover Naval Academy from Senn High School?  Thank you.

Links on CPS website:

1.  CPS website

2.  Click on Departments

3.  Under “H” (Office of High Schools) click on post-secondary education

4.  Click on Side bar: Resources

5.  Click on The Military

6.  Click on www.goarmy.com
7.  Click on Games 

8.  Click on America’s Army: Learn More and Download

2Id.


3Id.
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6 Stephen Vernon Smith, September 17th, 2003, “America’s Army: Operations Review” GamersMark, last visited on May 19, 2007, at �   HYPERLINK "http://www.gamersmark.com/reviews/view" �http://www.gamersmark.com/reviews/view/360.�





