 Prepared Remarks to the Board of Education July 25, 2007 by Brian Roa
I am a teacher at Senn High School.  I am here to discuss the downturn of my school, and the inequalities that have been introduced since the Rickover Naval Academy (RNA) began occupying our school despite unified student, parent, teacher, and community opposition to it.   
 

Just another example of the undemocratic process of Renaissance 2010.  

 

Since the RNA came in, Senn has lost 22 teachers.

You, Arne Duncan, told us we would lose none.   Our enrollment has dropped since the inception of RNA due in large part to the vicious and false propaganda attack upon our school by CPS and Alderman Smith.   This attack caused numerous untrue rumors to continue to persist to this day.  Rumors such as: Senn is now completely a naval academy or that we no longer accept incoming ninth-graders. 
 

·        Next year Senn will have 58 classrooms for 1300 students. 

·        RNA will have 26 rooms for 320 students.

That is almost a ratio of 1:2 for space allocation in favor of the RNA.

 

·        When RNA cadets came in, each one received a new laptop 

·        The laptops Senn students have are limited to 1 mobile lab of 29 laptops for the whole school. 

 

·        RNA students received all new books and enough books for each student to have one. 

·        Some Senn students use books so old their parents have used them.   And sometimes there are not enough books for each student to get one.

 

·        RNA got all new revamped and new science labs.   They've got nicer looking labs than what I had in college.  

·        Now, in Senn, I teach science in a regular classroom.   There's desks. Desks. And more desks.  There is no science lab equipment in my room.

 

RNA students even get preferential treatment in the lunchroom and the hallways.   RNA students can walk through Senn's hallways.   Senn students cannot walk through their hallways.  RNA students eat lunch first. 
 

Our students are made to feel like second class citizens in their own school.
 

And why does RNA get better resources?

 

You want them to look better than us when you compare their test scores to our test scores.

 

Further, it is a recruitment tool for the armed services.  You say it's not, but that flies in the face of logic. 

 

This school received money from the Department of Defense.  You don't think they want a return on their investment?    ROI is exactly how they view youth.  The put money in, and they expect more warm bodies to fill their dwindling ranks to fight immoral and unpopular wars of imperialism. 
 

According to the CPS website, approximately 40% of students enrolled in naval JROTC programs enlist in the armed services.  

 

Those are numbers for students who only receive one class of indoctrination per day.  Students in RNA receive a naval curriculum all day long.   We will wait for the recruitment data, which you will surely hide, when it is available for RNA graduates.

 

Finally, you say there's a waiting line to get into the RNA.  That's a lie.   

 

RNA is not meeting its recruitment goals.  You say there's a waiting line to get into RNA because you include all students who apply to selective enrollment schools in CPS.   That is a manipulation of data and an outright lie.  

 

So I ask you 4 questions:

 

1)       When will you listen to the community and remove the RNA from Senn HS?

2)       When are you going to treat all schools equally?  Because what happens at Senn happens throughout CPS and Senn is not even the worst case. 

3)       When will you stop the militarization of CPS, which works to recruit youth into the armed services?

4)       When are you going to listen to the voices of the community?  We do not want the destruction and privatization of our schools.   

 

We don't want Ren2010!  

From Austin to Englewood to Senn.  

We say NO!

NO to Renaissance 2010! And the militarization of our schools!

