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Welcome Back… Join in the Campaign
 To Move the Military Academy Out of Senn H.S.

Dear Senn High School students, parents, and teachers, and RNA cadets--  We hope you all had a good summer and will     have a productive new school year.   
Anchors Away is back, as you can see, for our third year. The Save Senn Coalition continues to oppose the military academy in   Senn High School. Our stand remains-- that the military academy should be moved out of the Senn High School building. We hope you, whether you are part of Senn High School or connected with Rickover Naval Academy, will join in the campaign to move the military academy out of the Senn building.  We say “Navy Out” and “Anchors Away” for three main reasons: 
1. The decision to put the military academy inside the Senn High School building was made by the military, Mayor Daley, Alderman Mary Ann Smith and the Board of Education despite the widespread and passionate   opposition of the students, faculty, parents, and wider community. All demanded a voice in a democratic process of decision making. This demand fell on deaf ears.  This opposition continues in many forms. For example, a student-teacher-parent-community committee which has been discussing a strategic plan for the future of Senn High School has shown the opposition to the military academy continuing inside the Senn H.S. building, as well as an appreciation for Senn’s talents and potential that has been spreading in the community.  
2. The Save Senn Coalition is concerned that the military academy will continue to have a negative impact on an improving and  already high quality Senn High School. Programs at Senn H.S. have been cut, and more will be cut if the naval academy is allowed to stay in the  building and add   another class next year. The Senn High School classes get more crowded and students have restricted access to facilities they need, while the RNA has a lot of space per student and more up-to-date equipment and facilities. RNA students can wander Senn High School, while Senn students are not allowed into the RNA area. This is inequality in education.   The dynamism and academic focus of the Senn staff and students in the face of the military expansion are additional reasons the Save Senn Coalition continues with this struggle. 
3. The Save Senn Coalition opposes military education which does not promote the kind of critical thinking and education   that should be provided to young people. The RNA military education is training and recruitment for the illegal and unjust wars of the U.S. government—such as in Iraq. (The UN Charter, which is part of U.S. law, is clear that one country has no right to attack another country unless it has been attacked first. Iraq did not attack the U.S.   Does this not make the war illegal?)  The Save Senn Coalition does not want to see this kind of training going on  in the Senn H.S. building, let alone elsewhere. The Board of Education’s JROTC website pro- claims that approximately 40% of those who graduate from naval JROTC  enroll  in the active military, a much higher percentage than among students   not in military programs. 
You are invited to join with us in the campaign to move the military academy out of Senn High School. Let us know if you would like to write articles for Anchors Away or be interviewed for it.  Let us restore Senn High School to its full school building. Navy Out! Anchors Away! 

 Powerful Presentations at the Board of Education
The Save Senn Coalition has made a practice of speaking at the monthly Board of Education meetings, to let the Board and the public know what the issues are with the military academy at Senn High School, and why we call on the Board to move the military academy out of the Senn High School building. Here are excerpts from recent presentations at the Board, first by Brian Roa, a Senn High School teacher, on July 25, and the second by Craig Mousin, a community resident and lawyer and minister, on May 23. 
From Brian Roa--I am a teacher at Senn High School.  I am here to discuss the downturn of my school, and the inequalities that have been introduced since the Rickover Naval Academy (RNA) began occupying our school despite unified student, parent, teacher, and community opposition to it…   Since the RNA came in, Senn has lost 22 teachers…Our  enrollment has dropped since the inception of RNA due in large part to the vicious and false propaganda attack upon our school by CPS and Alderman Smith.   This attack caused numerous untrue rumors such as: Senn is now completely a naval academy or that we no longer accept incoming ninth-graders.
There are big inequalities--

   Senn will have 58 classrooms for 1300 students. 

  RNA will have 26 rooms for 320 students. That is almost a ratio of 1:2 for space allocation in favor of the RNA.

 

  When RNA cadets came in, each one received a new laptop.
  The laptops Senn students have are limited to 1 mobile lab of 29 laptops for the whole school. 

 

   RNA students received all new books and enough books for each student to have one. 

   Some Senn students use books so old their parents have used them.   And sometimes there are not enough books for each student to get one.

 

   RNA got all new revamped and new science labs.   They've got nicer looking labs than what I had in college.  

   Now, in Senn, I teach science in a regular classroom…      There is no science lab equipment in my room.

 

RNA students even get preferential treatment in the lunchroom and the hallways.  RNA students can walk through Senn's hallways.   Senn students cannot walk through their hallways.  RNA students eat lunch first. Our students are made to feel like second class citizens in their own school.
 

And why does RNA get better resources? You [the Board of Education] want them to look better than us when you compare their test scores to our test scores. Further, it is a recruitment tool for the armed services.  You say it's not, but that flies in the face of logic. This school received money from the Department of Defense.  You don't think they want a return on their investment?…They expect more warm bodies to fill their dwindling ranks to fight immoral and unpopular wars of imperialism…According to the CPS JROTC website, approximately 40% of students enrolled in naval JROTC programs enlist in the armed services.  Those are numbers for students who only receive one class of indoctrination per day.  Students in RNA receive a naval curriculum all day long.   We will wait for the recruitment data, which you will surely hide, when it is available for RNA graduates….

 

 So I ask you 4 questions:

  1)  When will you listen to the community and remove the RNA from Senn H.S.? 

 2)  When are you going to treat all schools equally?  Because what happens at Senn happens throughout CPS and Senn is not even the worst case.
 3) When will you stop the militarization of CPS, which works to recruit youth into the armed services?
4) When are you going to listen to the voices of the community?  We do not want the destruction and privatization of our schools….   

  

From Craig Mousin--
… I am shocked and saddened along with you regarding the killing of our school children during the last year   I welcome   your comments, President Williams, that you will take action to end violence against our children. I commend CEO Duncan for his speaking out so strongly against the proliferation of guns in our society… I am here to ask you to exercise the same diligence in removing a link to a violent first-person shooter game on the CPS website…And you, President Williams, told us [RNA] was not recruiting for the military. Now you tell us you are against violence, but   Army recruiters are giving our children first-person shooter games. You offer free downloads on the CPS website. Please end this madness. Help us help you end the violence in our streets and schools…. Please end this CPS partnership with the military that captures our youth…as when the CPS military academies recruit with trips to Annapolis or with rides in ships and planes. 

   We have asked you to eliminate the militarization of our youth from the CPS.  We have asked you to remove Rickover Naval Academy from Senn H.S. … Will you…?  (See the entire presentation and other presentations on savesenn.org)
IMPORTANT ANTI-WAR DEMONSTRATIONS COMING UP
September 15th-- March on Washington, DC. “End the War Now!” This is timed to coincide with the report by General Petraeus on the “surge” in Iraq. Buses from Chicago are available for about $100 round-trip, with subsidies available for students and others who need some financial help. Contact us for information:  250.3225.
September 22-29th-- People’s Encampment in front of the Capitol. 
September 29th --Rally and march in Washington, DC. “Stop the War at Home and Abroad! Troops Out Now! Impeach Bush and Cheney for War Crimes!” Buses from Chicago are available.  Contact us for information:  250.3225

October 27th-- Rallies and a march plus workshops, in Chicago. “Stop the War Now! Fund Human Needs, Not the War! Stop the Violence at Home and Abroad! NO Wider Wars! Defend Our Civil Liberties! Defend Immigrant Rights!” Contact us for information. 250.3225.  

IRAQ VETS AGAINST THE WAR 
ARE READY AND WILLING TO COME AND SPEAK TO YOU
Aaron Hughes, a leader of Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW) here in Chicago has described why the military considered him “a model soldier.”  He excelled in basic training, won many medals, and was chosen to lead troops.  But   heavy brainwashing to obey orders could not keep him from eventually thinking for himself.  He saw the brutal killing going on around him and decided that the war destroying Iraq is unjust.   Aaron, like many other soldiers, worked his way through the lies that were supposed to justify the war  Today  he makes it his business to share his experience with youth to convince them not to become part of this war machine.   From the military’s “model soldier” Aaron has become an anti-war hero for the people. He and a number of others from the local chapter of IVAW are willing to come and talk with any students who would be interested. Let us know at 250.3225 if  you are interested. 
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