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Rickover Naval Academy’s Military Recruiting   
                             Hurts Senn H.S. Programs

The Rickover Naval Academy (RNA)  was placed in  the Senn High School building by the U.S. and Chicago governments at a time when the U.S. military is having trouble recruiting enough people for its illegal and unjust wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. And the U.S. government is continuing to place  new military academies inside  the public school systems in  Chicago and  other cities for the same reason. Right now    the U.S. government does not have enough trained combat troops to expand military operations to other countries, such as Iran or North Korea, and   it is not succeeding well militarily in its occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan.  
It is very important to oppose the effort to train young people in our schools through military programs such as the Rickover Naval Academy. It is very  important to remove the RNA from the Senn High School building, and allow Senn High School and its programs to continue to grow instead of being restricted and threatened with elimination—as is happening with the effective Senn Achievement Academy. 

Craig Mousin, a neighborhood resident, spoke strongly to the 
Board of Education  December 20, calling on the Board to remove the Rickover Naval Academy from the Senn High School building immediately. He sharply criticized their “refusal to listen to the community and Senn H.S. student, faculty, and administration opposition to the naval academy.” 

Craig Mousin challenged the statements of Board of Education spokesmen  that Chicago Public Schools does not do or allow  military recruiting  in  the military programs and only  provides  “a choice”  for parents and students. 

He proved that the aim of RNA is recruitment of students into the military. He quoted a statement in  the Chicago Tribune (10/27/06) about how a Navy Admiral discussed naval careers with Rickover students. Craig reported that  he saw  posters all over the walls of RNA promoting the Navy and Marine Corps. He quoted  testimony to Congress by the Joint Chiefs of Staff saying that military programs in the public schools recruit some 30% of those students into the active military, and give positive exposure to the military to the other 70%. (See Air Force Magazine Online, April 2000)

WHOSE NAME BELONGS ON SENN FIELD?
Should the field in back of the Senn High School building be named after Mike North, a controversial Chicago sports radio host, known among other things  for his history of racist comments about Asians, Latinos, Italians, Jews? 
 

Mary Ann Smith, 48th Ward alderman, proposed  naming  the field for North, who is currently once again on the "hot seat" for referring to a Korean pitcher for the Cubs as a "Chinaman" and then for a long time refusing to apologize. The alderman has now said,    "Had I known about his pattern of behavior, I would have said 'no' to the request (from North's family).”(News-Star 1/3/07)
 

The alderman's choice of North was from the start a questionable one for Senn Field --  Senn H.S. takes particular pride in its   multi-ethnic student body, and  in its welcome for newly-arrived immigrants. The RNA student body is also multi-ethnic. 
 
Alderman Smith sought to have the field named after North through the Senn Local School Council (LSC).  Due to recent media reminders of North's recent and past racist remarks, the Senn H.S. LSC will likely revisit this issue tomorrow,  Wednesday, January 10th. The meeting will begin at 6:30 in Room 115. Enter through Senn’s  parking lot.
Whose name belongs on Senn Field?  The voices of those within Senn H.S, students, staff, and parents, remain crucial to this process and decision.  Add your voice to this choice.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Demonstrate against the U.S. War in Iraq, January 27.  Join the thousands who will be in the streets of Washington, D.C. on Saturday January 27 to deliver a loud message to the new Congress: We don’t want half measures that will only prolong the bloodshed  in Iraq. It’s time to bring an immediate end to the war in Iraq! Buses will be leaving from Chicago, with fares for little or nothing for students who need financial assistance. Call us at 773.250.3225 or write to www.savesenn.org for more information. 
STUDENTS AND PARENTS—There is interest in having  parents get  together to discuss and act on the problem that the military academy was put into the Senn H.S. building without the Board of Education listening to the opposition of the community. Students— Please tell your parents about this. Parents—Please call 773.250.3225 to find out more about getting together with other parents to decide what  you can do to get the military academy out of  the Senn H.S. building. 

If you  signed up for the Delayed Enlistment Program or Delayed Entry Program into the military—

If you signed up for the  Delayed Enlistment Program (sometimes called the "Delayed Entry Program"), you can still legally get out of joining the active military.  Under the DEP, you  have up to a year before reporting to basic training. Signing the DEP does not legally obligate you to join the military, no matter what a military recruiter may tell you. You have the right not to go!   One  way to get out of the DEP is just not to go, not to report on your ship date. Some people choose to write a letter stating their decision not to go. In either case, the results are the same: you do not have to go to into the military on the ship date. 

There are no consequences and no records as a result of withdrawing from the DEP that currently have any effect on things like employment or your legal record.  This is the case for non-citizens as well as citizens.  You don't have to write on any employment application that you have withdrawn from the DEP, and there is no question on the employment forms about  that issue. 

If you want more information, please contact Anchors Away through www. Savesenn.org  or call 773.250.3225. 

                                                                                                ---------------
Check out the advice  from   military resisters Ehren Watada and Kyle Snyder----

Lt. Ehren Watada,  the highest ranking person in the military who has refused to be sent to Iraq, is facing court martial charges. As he said recently,   "The referral of the charges was not unexpected. I'm moving forward as I always have with resilience and fortitude to face the challenges ahead . . . I think the recent elections show more and more Americans are opening their eyes, but we aren't there yet. I hope that actions such as mine will continue to help expose the truth behind the fundamental illegality and immorality of the war…The reason I spoke out, I saw that what was being done in terms of this war was so illegal and so immoral, and not being checked. It was a danger to our troops and a danger to our country… Almost every day, someone from the military or the outside sends me some kind of correspondence or approaches me in person to render support or their respect.”

And locally, here in Chicago, AWOL resister Kyle Snyder has been speaking about why he refused to go back to Iraq a second time. “When I joined the Army I  took an oath to defend the U.S. Constitution, and  that is what I am doing. By refusing to fight in an illegal war, I am obeying  international laws," Snyder says. He was appalled by what he saw there. 
Send your words of encouragement and support to Snyder at: supportkyle@couragetoresist.org For  news on other resisters to the  Iraq war contact couragetoresist.org    


Voices of Students meets every Tuesday in room 307 after school.  Be active on  important  issues. 
STOP MILITARY RECRUITERS FROM CONTACTING YOU AT HOME-- Military recruiters want students’ names and home contact information so they can try to lure them into the military for use in illegal and unjust wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, or elsewhere. By law you can stop them from getting  information about you. Sign this form , and send it to Mr. Donald Pittman, Office of High School Programs, Chicago Public Schools, 125 S. Clark St., 9thfloor, Chicago, IL 60603.  Do it NOW.
 I request that the home information of the following student not be given to the military for recruitment purposes. 
Student’s name_________________________________________ Student ID number____________________________

Parent/guardian OR student signature___________________________________________________________________
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