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Save the Senn Achievement Academy
Another reason to get the military academy out of the Senn H.S. building 
The present plan of the Rickover Naval Academy (RNA)  is to take over more of the Senn H.S. space. This was announced by the RNA principal.  This  will be at the expense of the Senn Achievement Academy (SAA).  RNA plans to move into the space now occupied by the SAA.  There is no other space available for the SAA in the school building. 
For those students in the SAA, this is a big attack on the assistance they need in working towards their educational goals.  The removal of the SAA is an attack on Senn H.S.’s efforts to help students.  If the RNA takeover of the SAA space goes through, it will be another example of how               the Board of Education does not really care about the education of youth and does not listen to   the community. 

It cannot be said that the Board of Education does not know about this attack on the Senn Achievement Academy. This problem was once again  reported publicly -- this time at  the Board of Education meeting on  November 15th,  by Helen Murtaugh, retired Senn H.S. teacher.   

Support of the Senn Achievement Academy is yet one more reason why Rickover Naval Academy does not belong at Senn H.S. Students, parents, teachers—let us increase our activity on this issue. 
A Senn H.S. Student Speaks Out 

on the Naval Academy and the Senn Achievement Academy 

[A student at the Senn Achievement Academy (SAA)  asked Anchors Away  not to use a name with this letter-to-the-editor because of fear of a negative reaction from some of the cadets if they knew who the author is. Here is the letter--]
I am a freshman here in the achievement academy at Senn H.S. I don’t think it's fair that the RNA gets to mooch off of us all the time.
 I know some people who have gotten yelled at just because they had to cut through the RNA because they wanted to get to their class on time.  I don’t know about  you, but I feel that it is 100% bull  that they get to walk through our halls and never once get yelled at.

I also think that when they took away most of the staff parking lot, just  so they could have a park to themselves,   that not only disappointed the regular Senn and the SAA students, but the teachers,  who were mostly infuriated by this. 
 If  SAA becomes extinct,  where is the hope that some kid will have a second chance of getting promoted to the grade they're supposed to be in or that they will get the much needed help they deserve, or even a good school to go to? Now I'm not saying Senn high school is the best, but it is a hell of a lot better than any other high school that I know of. I'm not going to leave Senn because of   the RNA.  I'm here at Senn to get me a good education, a diploma,  and a second chance of getting better career opportunities and a better life in the future. I'm here to stay-- the RNA has got to go!
Students and parents—There is interest in parents getting together to discuss and act on the problem that the military academy was put into Senn H.S. without the Board of Education listening to the opposition of the community. Students— Please tell your parents about this. Parents—Please call 773.250.3225 to find out more about getting together with other parents to decide what  all of you can do to get the military academy out of  the Senn H.S. building. 

 Save Senn  and  “Navy Academy Out”  Cheered by 22,000 
Some 22,000 people from across the Americas gathered on the weekend of November 19th  outside the gates of the School of the Americas in Ft. Benning, Georgia. They were demanding that the U.S. government stop its wars of aggression and interference in the affairs of other nations.  They were demanding that this military training school be closed because of its long history of   teaching Latin American soldiers techniques of torture and repression.  (See soaw.org  for info )
One of the speakers was from the Save Senn Coalition, Chris Inserra. Here is some of what she said, and the response of the 22,000--  
… I must tell you the ugly truth. Chicago has the most militarized school system in the nation…   Rickover Naval Academy was forced into Senn High School without the community's approval.  Why was Senn,  with 57 birth nations,  chosen for this militarization? The decision represents the racism of a system that targets low income communities of color for recruitment into the military.  The decision represents a toxic waste dump.  (Crowd of 22,000 people respond:  “No more poison, no more lies.”)
One of the military students from RNA recently said, “I know the military is there for recruitment purposes. Their point is to train for war and give students an introduction into that.”   It is toxic. (Crowd of 22,000 people respond:  “No more poison, no more lies.”)
The poison of military education is connected to the poison of the School of the Americas (SOA).  They are both toxic.

(Crowd of 22,000 people respond: “ No more poison, no more lies…”)
We refuse to taste the poison.  We refuse to accept the lies.  We refuse to train our youth for war, to train for torture.

(Crowd of 22,000 people respond: “No more poison, no more lies.”)
We are 20,000+ people strong this morning.  Can we close down the SOA?  (Crowd of 22,000 people respond:  “Si se puede!”)
                                                                                                ---------------
On the 2nd anniversary of the Board of Education vote to put a military academy into Senn  
George Schmidt, editor of Substance newspaper, and member of the Save Senn Coalition,  comments—

I listened to [President of the Board of Education] Rufus Williams's outrageous claim  (on October 25) that there were ten applicants for every spot at Rickover and thought--    “That's not true and you know it.”  The claim that the military academies have "waiting lists" is ridiculous and should simply be laughed at. That's just another lie like so many that are told by this Board of Education. The members of the Board and Williams  count on getting away with the lies,  figuring that people will get tired and simply go away. This hasn't happened with Senn. 

War is about killing other people. My father, who was in the military,   insisted, and I took him to heart, that a country had to have a very good reason for sending you out to kill other people, which is, in essence, what military personnel do. They 
either do it close up and personal (Marine and Army combat infantry, which included my father) or at a distance (Air Force and Navy). But killing other people with steel,  fire, and in more exotic ways (burying them alive using "bunker busters," for example) is what you do in the military.

The Vietnam War was unjust. We're back in the same cycle  with Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The men who sent our brothers and sisters into those unjust wars and who continue to insist that they should stay can never be forgiven. There is no "good war,"  I was taught by my parents, both of whom knew war and its horrors first hand. 
But there are some wars, like the one to end fascism [World War Two],  that we had to fight. And others that are just horrors, with no excuse for our being in them. 



Voices of Students meets every Tuesday in room 307 after school.  Be active on  important  issues. 
STOP MILITARY RECRUITERS FROM CONTACTING YOU AT HOME-- Military recruiters want students’ names and home contact information so they can try to lure them into the military for use in illegal and unjust wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, or elsewhere. By law you can stop them from getting  information about you. Sign this form , and send it to Mr. Donald Pittman, Office of High School Programs, Chicago Public Schools, 125 S. Clark St., 9thfloor, Chicago, IL 60603.  Do it NOW.
 I request that the home information of the following student not be given to the military for recruitment purposes. 
Student’s name_________________________________________ Student ID number____________________________

Parent/guardian OR student signature___________________________________________________________________
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